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Revivalism and Reform • Revivalism and the Market 
Revolution 
– Second Great Awakening 

• Revivals 
– Market Revolution result of 

turmoil in society/too 
materialistic 

– Faulted ministers for being too 
intellectual 

– Camps set up for weeks   

• Charles Grandison Finney 
– Lawyer turned preacher 

– Middle class audience 

– Jacksonian Democracy 
techniques 

• Burned Over District 
– Preachers went up and down 

Erie Canal  

– Easy transportation 

– Region experienced uncertain 
conditions:  financial hard 
times and drastic social 
changes 

 

 

 

“get up meetings, 
circulate handbills 

and pamphlets; blaze 
away in the 

newspapers.”  
…”excitement and 
bring the people 

out.” 



Revivalism and Reform  

• Temperance 
– Response to growing 

consumption 

– 1830:  7 gallons of pure alcohol 
a year (2x more than today) 

– Great Awakening changed 
view on drinking:  NEGATIVE 

– Organizations  
• American Society for the 

Promotion of Temperance in 
1826 

– Lyman Beecher 

– Preached abstinence 

– Over 222 similar organizations 
by 1829 

• Maine Laws-1851 
– 13 out of 31 had passed 

similar laws not banning 
completely  but curtaining 
drinking 

 

 

http://www.shmoop.com/harriet-beecher-stowe/photos.html


  



Revivalism and 
Reform 

• Schools 
– Horace Mann-Whig Politician  

• Leading spokesman 
• State Board of Education 
• Uniform curriculum 
• Teacher Training 
• Massachusetts first compulsory 

school attendance law 
• Goal:  universal public education to 

cure societies ills 

– This reform movement creates what 
we know as 'school': 
• Students assigned to grades 
• use of standardized procedures for 

promotions 
• Uniform textbooks and curriculum 
• Standardized schedule  (factory model 

of education) 
• Create good citizens and workers 

– McGuffey’s Reader 
• Uniform textbook with clear political 

message in an era of increasing social 
stratification 

• Do not envy your social betters as '...it 
is God who makes some poor and 
others rich.“ 
 

 



Revivalism and 
Reform 

– Critics 
• Democrats:  Mann's system was to 

'centralized' and threatened our 
democratic institutions 

• Farmers:  school year hurt family ability to 
work year round...and taxes would unfairly 
target agricultural interested 

• Catholics:  Protestant majority would 
threatened Catholic traditions in 
schools...Catholics begin establishing 
private parochial schools in opposition to 
Common School 

– Notable Success:  By mid-century over 
HALF of white children in American 
between 5-19 were enrolled in public 
schools. 
• Highest in the world at the time 
• This had an impact on higher education  
• 1815  33 colleges in America / 1848  113 
• Almost half of these new colleges were 

connected to religious revivalist 
movements 

• Higher Education for Women begins with 
Emma Willard (founder of Troy Female 
Seminary) 

• Mount Holyoke Female Seminary, and 
Oberlin (who always had admitted 
women...and who now began to admit 
African-Americans!) 
 

 



Revivalism and Reform 

• Prisons 
– Different approach to criminal 

justice 

– Enlightenment’s Ideals 
• Isolated, repent, and reform 

replaced depravity, sinfulness and 
punishment 

• Penitentiary 
– New York State System 

» Isolate & group work detail 

– Eastern State Penitentiary (PA) 

» Solitary & reflective of crime 
/repent 

• Asylums 
– Dorothea Dix 

• Mentally ill removed from regular 
prison population 

• By 1860, 28 of 33 states had public 
asylums for mentally ill 
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Abolitionism and 
the Proslavery  

• Rise of Immediatism 
– Quakers-slavery threatened republican values 

of liberty and virtue 
– American Colonization Society (1817) 

• Colony of Liberia for freed slaves- not popular 
among freed blacks 

– David Walker-Immediate abolition 
– William Lloyd Garrison & The Liberator (1831) 
– American Anti-Slavery Society (1832) 

•  Market Revolution enabled message to be 
delivered across nation 

• Angelina and Sarah Grimke- Anti-Slavery lecture 
tour 

• Anti-Abolitionism Response 
– Threaten abolitionists, burn literature, and 

destroy printing presses 
– Gag Rule 

• Proslavery Argument 
– Alabama Fever transformed the US into King 

Cotton/ dependence on slave labor 
– Nat Turner’s Rebellion over fueled Southerners 

fears of freedom 
– John C. Calhoun “peculiar institution” 

• Slavery was a good thing 
• Slaves beneficiaries of masters 
• Slave labor  superior to wage labor of the North 
 

 
 



Cult of True 
Womanhood 

• New Domestic Ideal 

– Reform focused on anything that threatened the family 
or demeaned women’s role in the family 
• Conflict with market revolution  
• Largely unattainable for working women 

– Status of Women 
• Unable to vote. 
• Legal status of a minor. 
• Single:  could own her own property. 
• Married:  no control over her property or her children. 
• Could not initiate divorce. 
• Couldn’t make wills, sign a contract, or bring suit in court 

without her husband’s permission 

– Cult of True Womanhood 
• Naturally, biologically, women possessed 

these qualities: 
– Piety 
– Purity 
– Submissiveness 
– Domesticity   

– Important Trends in early 1800’s 
• 1.Modernizing Northern economy 
• 2.Sexual stereotypes developing that assigned 

very different roles to men and women 
• 3.Growing Middle Class:  Man goes to work in 

public sphere/woman stays home in private 
sphere…unless she is young and unmarried 
and goes to work at Lowell Mills! 

 

 



Women’s Rights 

 

• Seneca Falls-1848 
–  Road to Seneca Falls 

• W/o the vote or a role in party politics 
they found a field of activity in social 
reform movements 

• Women began to organize, speak out in 
public, and question status 

• Men were typically the leaders but 
always a all-female chapters 

• Most women did not have luxury of 
participating, avg. size family had five 
children "New" middle class who could 
afford servants 

– 1st women's rights convention:  
• Elizabeth Cady Stanton & Lucretia Mott  
• Declaration of Sentiments modeled 

Declaration of Independence "all men 
and women are created equal"  

• Goal:  political, legal, and social equality 
states passed property laws more 
favorable divorce laws/child custody 
right to vote/ Wyoming Terr. 1869 

• Movement starts here!!! 

– National Women Suffrage 
Association-1869 
•  Organization dedicated to women's 

right to vote 
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Religious 
Utopianism 

• Religious Utopianism 
– Millerites- 

• Millennialism:  belief that the millennium was 
imminent and that judgment day would follow 

• Millerites believed in impending dates of 
Christ's return 

– Shaker-Mother Ann Lee 
• Dancing services! 
• Sex itself was root of all evil 
• Utopian societies that adopted children 
• Brothers and Sisters:  not husbands and wives 
• Rejected ideas of domesticity and marriage 

itself! 
• Shakers participated in the growing market 

economy but rejected its competitive nature 
• No private property  BUT craftsmen developed 

a reputation as skilled furniture makers and 
agriculture sales supported community 
expenses 

– Oneida-John Humphrey Noyes 
• Successful 
• Perfectionism possible! 
• Communal property ownership 
• No traditional marriage!  Instead 'complex 

marriage':   

– Mormons-Joseph Smith 
• Book of Mormon-1830 

– New Revaluations 
– Communal ownership  
– NY-Ohio-Illinois-M0 and Utah 
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Secular Utopianism 

• Secular Utopias 

– New Harmony (1824-1827) 
• Robert Owens 

• Socialist Model 

– Fourist (1841-1846) 
• Socialist Model 

• Equalitarian toward sex 

– Brook Farm (1841-1846) 

– Fruitlands 
• Bronson Alcott 

• Manuel labor = intellectual 
labor 

• Dietary restrictions 
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“In the four quarters of the globe, who 
reads an American book? Or goes to an 
American play? Or looks at an American 
picture or statue? What does the world 
yet owe to American physicians or 
surgeons? What new substances have 
their chemists discovered?”   
 
      Sidney 
Smith 1820  



Literature and Popular Culture 

• Wealth Gap 
-Upper Class (classical/Latin & 

Greek) vs. Lower Class (novel) 

-New England coastal vs. Frontier 

-Astor Riot-1849 (class war) 

  

• Distinct American Culture 

 -Up to 1840’s/borrowed culture 
from Europe 

 -Looking for our own culture (no 
ruins/but nature & soul) 
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British American  



Egyptian American 



Asian American 



Greek American 



Roman American 
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Rest of World 

 

American 



Literature and 
Popular Culture 

• Transcendentalism 
– Reality is derived through intuition 

rather than sensory experience 
– Individualism and non-conformity 

are promoted 

– All living things are connected by a 
universal soul, or Over-soul 

– Civil disobedience when society 
(the government) is wrong 

– Focus on spiritual relationships 
between humanity and nature 

– Belief in a simple life style 

– Optimism 

– Appreciation and respect for 
nature 

– Transcendental Club 
• Ralph Waldo Emerson, Henry David 

Thoreau, and Margaret Fuller 

 
 

 



Literature and 
Popular Culture 

• American  Renaissance 
– 1820:  Washington Irving-The Sketch Book 
– 1823:  James Fennimore Cooper- Last of the 

Mohicans 
• Wilderness/Action Hero 
• Appealed to everyday man 

– 1837:  Ralph Waldo Emerson- The American 
Scholar 
• Father of Transcendentalist-Nature 
• Self-Reliance 
• Non-Conformist 

– 1842:  Edgar Allen Poe-The Murders in the 
Rue Morgue 
• First Detective Story 
• 1844:  The Raven 

– Margaret Fuller- Women in the 19th Century 
• Challenged separate spheres 
• Brightest of them ALL 
• Editor of the The Dial 

– 1850:  Nathaniel Hawthorne- The Scarlet 
Letter 

– 1851:  Herman Melville- Moby Dick 
– 1854:  Henry David Thoreau- Walden 

• Civil Disobedience 

– 1855:  Walt Whitman-Leaves of Grass 
– 1865:  Louisa May Alcott- Little Women 

 
    

 
 
 

 

Oh, Auntie did 

you have to bail 

me out? 



Nature’s Nation 

• Landscape Painting 

– Hudson River Painting 
School 
• Thomas Cole 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yvhy6iybvXI

